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Chapter I  Introduction 

While much of the content of this plan, 
including many goals and policies are 
very similar to the 1986 document, the 
overall format and specific wording has 
been substantially altered.  This plan was 

also designed to more closely mirror the 
requirements of state planning statues 
along with applicable trends and newer 
concepts in the field of city planning.   

 
USE OF THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
 
The comprehensive plan will be utilized 
in a variety of ways in the years to come.  
First, the plan creates a framework for 
making decisions concerning the future 
of Castle Rock, guiding the investment 
of public funds and services.  Second, it 
sets a policy directive based on the 
expressed community vision as gleaned 
through input from citizens, state and 
local agencies, stakeholders and locally 
elected and appointed officials.  Zoning, 
subdivision and other regulations should 
embody policies generated by the 
comprehensive planning process.  
Proposed code changes affecting land 
use, including rezones and annexations 
will be reviewed to determine their 
general consistency with the plan.  
Likewise, efforts to initiate changes to 
rules and regulations may also be 
instigated by the plan.   
 
At the same time, it is important to 
recognize the intended limitations of the 
comprehensive plan.  The plan is not a 
specific regulation or law that controls 
the use of land, nor does it change 

existing zoning.  However, appropriate 
city regulations should be consistent 
with the broad goals and policies of the 
plan.  Furthermore, it is not a document 
designed to be the determining factor for 
site-specific projects.  In some cases 
though, such as with rezone requests, 
substantial weight will be place on 
conformance with the comprehensive 
plan.  Land use decisions, projects and 
proposals do need to conform to the plan 
in a general sense, but conformance is 
mostly reflected in how a given project 
compiles with city code.   
 
Mechanisms for implementing the plan 
include zoning and subdivision 
ordinances and other rules and 
documents that guide and direct land 
use.  In other circumstances, the plan 
simply calls for future research and 
consideration of specific factors that 
may or may not lead to rule changes.  
Conditional uses and other applicable 
permits will also be reviewed for their 
conformance with the plan.   

 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENTS 
 
The Castle Rock Comprehensive Plan 
should be updated every five to seven 
years or sooner if necessary.  The 2010 
Census and accompanying data due out 
thereafter, provide an ideal time frame to 
begin and complete the first major 
update of this plan.  Relatively minor 
updates to text or the future land use 

map should be limited to once a year as 
directed by the City Council, unless 
emergency situations arise and/or to 
protect the health, safety and well being 
of the public.  Amendments may be 
proposed by the city or by an individual 
applicant seeking consideration of a 
specific proposal.   

City of Castle Rock I-4 Comprehensive Plan 2006 


